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Of Rice and Rain 

 The weather this winter was really quite mild 

overall. In addition, warm spring temperatures arrived 

early this year. Due to this warm weather, rice 

planting in southwest Louisiana began in earnest the 

last week of February with several hundred acres 

being drill planted (where the soil was dry) before the 

first day of March. The recommended planting 

window for rice in Southwest Louisiana is March 10 

– April 15, while Northeast Louisiana is April 1 – 

May 5.  However, it is hard to wait on a recommended 

planting date on a calendar when the weather is 

favorable for planting now and cooler temperatures 

are not in the foreseeable future forecast. This year is 

quite a contrast from last year, where rice planting did 

not really start until the third week of March due to 

the continuous rainfall and wet soils. 

This year, by the first weekend in March (5th 

and 6th), many rice farmers were planting at full speed.  

The only problem with this was the looming rain 

storms that were moving into the area and the 

potential for several inches of rain and the possibility 

for flooding over the next several days.  As of Friday 

morning (March 11), the Southwest Louisiana rice 

production area has received some rain, but it has 

really not been that excessive.  However, the rice 

production areas in Northeast Louisiana, Arkansas 

and Mississippi, have received excessive rainfall 

totals this week.  One producer in Northeast Louisiana 

reported rainfall totals on his farm were in excess of 

23 inches between Tuesday and Friday morning!   

While no rice planting has been reported to me 

in Northeast Louisiana, there has been a lot of corn 

planted.  While seedling rice can survive up to 10 days 

in submerged conditions, corn seedlings up to the 6-

leaf stage of development can generally only survive 

2 days under these conditions.  Dr. Dan Fromme, the 

LSU AgCenter’s corn, cotton, and grain sorghum 

specialist wrote a great article about flooded 

conditions on corn which can be accessed here: 

http://louisianacrops.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/Louisiana-Corn-Fields-

Flooded.pdf. If corn stands are lost and additional 

seed is unavailable, or if the soils remain wet for and 

extended amount of time, some of this corn acreage 

could possibly go into soybeans or rice.  This will 

possibly have an effect on our overall rice acres in the 

state. 

 

U.S. Rice Acreage Estimates 

 Speaking of potential rice acres in the state, I 

was fortunate to be able to attend the Rice Technical 

Working Group (RTWG) Meeting in Galveston, 

Texas.  One of the committees that meets at the 

meeting is the Rice Acreage Committee.  Some of the 

objectives of the committee are to determine the acres 

of rice that are planted in each state, what varieties or 

hybrids are planted, and what parishes (or counties) 

they are planted in.  In addition, extension specialists 

from each state speculates on the potential rice acres 

for the upcoming season.  The speculation was quite 

eye-opening for me.   

The Arkansas representative reported that 

acres were predicted to increase from 1.38 million 

acres to 1.7 million acres.  Most of the increase was 

based on the fact that the economics of rice penciled 

out slightly more favorable as compared to soybeans, 

grain sorghum, and corn.  In addition, seed sales were 

quite high, with RiceTec hybrid seed selling out early 

as well as some purebred varieties. The Mississippi 

representative reported that rice acres in Mississippi 

would also increase significantly, possibly more than 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
http://louisianacrops.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Louisiana-Corn-Fields-Flooded.pdf
http://louisianacrops.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Louisiana-Corn-Fields-Flooded.pdf
http://louisianacrops.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Louisiana-Corn-Fields-Flooded.pdf


 

Page 2 of 5  

March 11, 2016 No. 2016-02 

Drs. Dustin Harrell & Michael Deliberto 

LOUISIANA RICE NOTES 

Visit our website: www.LSUAgCenter.com  

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station,  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, and Louisiana State University College of Agriculture. 

The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus of the LSU System and provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

This project was partially supported by USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture and the Louisiana Rice Research Board. 

20% in 2016.  California has ample snowpack this 

year and water should be available to rice farmers this 

year.  The California representative reported that rice 

acres in California would increase from the 423,000 

planted in 2015 to approximately 500,000 in 2016.  

One caveat of the California rice acres was that if the 

rice acre water allotments were allowed to be sold, 

this could change the projected rice acres (lower). 

Texas will have also more available water for 

irrigation this year as compared to the last several 

years, so we should see a significant increase in acres 

there too. 

So, what was the acreage estimate in 

Louisiana? After speaking to several farmers and 

consultants, I believe that the acres in Louisiana may 

be the only state where acres may not increase as 

drastically.  Generally, in the southwest part of the 

state, the projected rice acres seem to be steady, while 

acres in the northeast part of the state may see a slight 

increase.  The increase may be more significant if 

these flooded conditions continue, but this is purely 

speculation on my part.  My best guess is for 

Louisiana to come in around that 415,000 to 425,000 

acres in 2016.  Maybe that would be a good poll for 

our Louisiana rice text message group next week! 

 

Rice Planting Poll Results 

 Speaking of the Louisiana rice text message 

group, I sent out a poll question on Tuesday (March 

8) to get an idea about how much rice was planted in 

the state.  Two questions were asked. 1) How much 

rice have you planted; and 2) what percentage (of the 

planted rice) does that represent for your rice 

intentions for 2016?  The response from the text 

message group was very good.  I had a total of 54 

responses from farmers and crop consultants.  Some 

responses contained answers to only one of the 

questions, either the acres planted or the percent of 

acres planted.  So, there will obviously be some error 

in the reporting of the results.  Nonetheless, here is 

what we found out… 

 The poll reported approximately 39,000 acres 

planted by those responding to the text.  That alone is 

9% of the total planted acres in 2015.  Remember, this 

is all rice that was planted before the March 10 

recommended planting window and only from a small 

subset of responding rice farmers! The largest amount 

of acres planted by one farming operation was 3000.  

Of the 54 responses, 19 farming operations (35%) 

have not started.  One producer told me that they 

wanted to use all of their resources to work and level 

ground during the dry period before the rains and then 

worry about planting when it dries again. Several 

producers mentioned that all of the planted acres were 

drill-seeded and that they planned to water-seed some 

rice after the rains.  Therefore, we may even see a 

significant increase in acres in southwest Louisiana 

next week, even if the soils do not dry out completely. 

The average number of acres planted by all those 

reporting was 743 acres, while the average number of 

acres planted by only those who had some rice in the 

ground was 1,175 acres.  The average number of rice 

acres per farming operation planned for 2016 (only by 

those that reported percentage of acres planted) was 

1,592 acres. 

 If you have not joined the 

rice text message group please 

take the time to do so.  To join, 

simply send a text message to this 

phone number: 81010 with this 

message: @larice. 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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Don’t Cut Back on Fertilizers This Year to Save 

Money! 

 Dr. Michael Deliberto made a presentation at 

the Louisiana Agriculture Technology & 

Management Conference last month which was 

excellent!  When rice prices are down, producers tend 

to try to reduce expenditures on seed and fertilizer.  

One of the major points that he made was that, 

because fertilizer and fuel costs are down, the overall 

cost of production for rice is down.  See Dr. 

Deliberto’s slide below.  As an agronomist, I am 

going to encourage you not to cut back on fertilizer 

and sacrifice yield when fertilizer costs are the lowest 

we have seen in years!  Dr. Deliberto explains the 

economics of this in more detail below.   

 

Fertilizer Costs Associated with Rice Production 

in Louisiana by Dr. Michael Deliberto 

As commodity prices remain lower than levels 

witnessed the prior year, producers will be faced with 

making critical farm management decisions to 

improve profitability. Such decisions may be 

determining way(s) to increase crop yields to offset a 

slumping market price and/or reducing the cost of 

production. The latter will likely have the most 

apparent effect. For CLEARFIELD® rice, the 

projected variable cost per acre in 2016 is estimated 

at $551.72.  This is a reduction of $31.54 from the 

estimated $583.26 cost of a year prior, and a 

continuation of a four-year decreasing trend in overall 

rice production costs.  

The fertilizer recommendation, as contained 

in the projected costs for CLEARFIELD® rice that is 

drill planted in southwestern Louisiana, is 130 pounds 

of nitrogen (N), 40 pounds of phosphate (P), and 60 

pounds of potash (K). Over the past decade, fertilizer 

costs in rice represent approximately 19% of the total 

variable cost per acre. This dollar amount can vary 

from $76.30 to $149.10 per acre, with the maximum 

amount being imposed during the 2009 crop year. 

This was a year in which the price per pound of P and 

K were at record levels. Figure 1 illustrated the price 

per pound of active ingredient for N, P, and K 

fertilizers as contained in the Louisiana rice enterprise 

budgets. For 2016, the fertilizer expenditure is $98.50 

per acre, consistent with a 130-40-60 fertilizer 

prescription. 

Figure 1. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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Nationally, fertilizer prices have declined by 

as much as 20% from a year earlier. The cost of urea 

during the week of February 9, 2015 was $473 per ton. 

During the week of February 8, 2016, the DTN retail 

survey reported the price was $369 per ton. This 

represents a $104 (21.9%) reduction in unit cost. Di-

ammonium phosphate, referred to as DAP, decreased 

from $569 to $479 per ton over that same time period. 

This is a $90 (15.8%) reduction in cost. Potash also 

witnessed a price decline, from $488 to $378 per ton. 

Potash decreased by $110 per ton (22.5%) over the 

past calendar year. Figure 2 present the national retail 

price per ton for urea, DAP, and potash. 

  
Figure 2. 

The 2015/16 average farm price for long and 

medium-grain price received downward revisions in 

both the January and February USDA World 

Agriculture Supply and Demand (WASDE) 

estimates. Midpoint price estimates are $11.30 and 

$12.00 per hundredweight for long- and southern 

medium-grain rice, respectively. 

 

Rice Varieties and Management Tips 

  The 2016 version of the Rice Varieties and 

Management Tips publication is now available at all 

rice producing parish offices.  Stop by and pick up 

your copy today.  It is also 

available online (click here for 

PDF version).  

 

 Remember, you can also keep 

in touch with what is going on in 

the Louisiana rice industry by 

using: 

Louisiana Rice @LouisianaRice 

LSU AgCenter H. Rouse Caffey 

                            Rice Research Station 

  

 

  

Upcomming 

June 14 LSU AgCenter’s H. Rouse Caffey 

Rice Research Station South Farm 

Field Day. Crowley, LA. 
 

June 29 LSU AgCenter’s H. Rouse Caffey 

Rice Research Station Field Day, 

Crowley, LA 
 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/publications/Publications+Catalog/Crops+and+Livestock/Rice/Rice+Varieties+and+Management+Tips.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=PresentationUnpublished
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/publications/Publications+Catalog/Crops+and+Livestock/Rice/Rice+Varieties+and+Management+Tips.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=PresentationUnpublished
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Did you know? 

Did you know that prior to the 

introduction to Clearfield™ rice in 

2002, that water-seeding was the 

dominant seeding practice in 

Louisiana?  Water-seeding with pre-germinated seed 

represented well over 75% of the acres.  Today, drill-

seeding and dry-broadcast seeding represent 

approximately 75% of the planted acres in Louisiana. 

However, practices such as water leveling are not a 

completely lost art in Louisiana.  I took this picture on 

Monday morning. 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information 

Louisiana Rice Notes is published periodically to 

provide timely information and recommendations for 

rice production in Louisiana. If you would like to be 

added to this email list, please send your request to 

dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu.  

This information will also be posted to the LSU 

AgCenter website where additional rice information 

can be found. Please visit www.LSUAgCenter.com.  

Contact Information 
 

Dustin Harrell Rice Specialist & Research Agronomist (337) 250-3553 dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Don Groth Rice Pathologist (337) 296-6853 dgroth@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Eric Webster Rice Weed Specialist &  (225) 281-9449 ewebster@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Assistant Southwest Regional Director  

Steve Linscombe Senior Rice Breeder & Southwest Regional Director (337) 296-6858 slinscombe@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mike Stout Rice Entomologist (225) 892-2972 mstout@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Mike Salassi Rice Economist (225) 578-2713 msalassi@agcenter.lsu.edu  
Keith Fontenot Rice Verification Program (337) 290-5646 kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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